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This booklet aims to show you how maths is
taught at Embleton First and Seahouses Middle and
how you can help your child.

How Will Maths Look in Your Child's Classroom?
Maths teaching is now focussed on children having a
good understanding of the subject rather than just
l earning how to do it! As a
maths class may look very different from what you
remember when you were in school.
For instance:

Children will be encouraged to
ot al k @hildrén svib be asked
guestions such a
know. .. ?06 to enc
explain their thinking. All classrooms
display mathematical vocabulary to
help children o6t al
are available upon request. There is
also a glossary with some useful words in this booklet.

Children will be set work they
can do: Children develop at
different speeds. Teachers
carefully match work to each
childds ability
Is at the right level; not too hard,
but also a challenge.

Children will have targets  Children will achieve high
standards of knowledge and understanding through the
targets set for them by their teachers



Children will work with one

another: Children will be
collaborating to solve investigations,
make discoveries, draw conclusions,
and discuss maths.

Childrends cl assr oo msineweryl |
classroom there are maths displays reminding children of
key facts they need to know such as times tables,
definitions of the four operations. A wide variety of
mathematical equipment is also available to support
learning.

Children will see maths is meaningful:  Through
discussion and various activities children will discover why
they are learning maths with respect to the world.

Children will show maths in different ways: Teachers
. | will use many different ways to see if
W children know and understand math

/| concepts. This will sometimes be
written work in maths books, but there
also many other ways such as
observing children using equipment or

&7 looking at what the children have

written on whlteboards learning through play and through
talking about their maths. This means children will not
write in their maths books everyday!

Children will use calculators:  They will be using
calculators not as crutches but as tools to solve more
complex problems with bigger numbers than they could do
otherwise in upper KS2 and KS3.



Children will use maths equipment:
The children are given lot of
opportunities to engage in practical
work using relevant materials and
equipment. At both Embleton
First and Seahouses Middle
we consider this as an
essential basis for the
acquisition of the key
concepts in Mathematics.
Once an understanding has
been gained, children may
have recall without using
the equipment, but it is always
available in their classrooms if they
need it.

What are number lines?
Number lines are a very important tool used in all calculations. Childlren
are introduced to them right from their first year at Embleton First and
will continue to use them as needed at Seahouses Middle.

Number lines can take many forms and are usqd in
a huge variety ofl w
understanding of number. All classrooms have
number lines of various types appropriate tothe
age group, including 010, 0 -1000 and|
number lines with negative numbaers.

---------

Children make jumps up and down the number lines to help them splve a
problem. As children progress through the school, they are also taught
to draw an empty number line so they can write on their own numbers

to solve a calculation. See our calculation policy later in




I The maths lesson
A maths lesson will usually be
j taught everyday in KS1 & KS2 and
j four times a week in KS3.
I The majority of mathematics
Ilessons taught in school will be
I structured as follows:
I 1. Oral and mental starter i up to
110 minutes. This will be a mixture
I of new skills and consolidating old
ones.
2. Main teaching activity - for
j approximately 30 T 40 minutes

I
! facts are still,
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
j teaching a topic followed by :
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

essential to learnl
These ar',e
memorising number bonds
to 10 and 20, (e.g. 7 + 3 = 10),
and memorising times tables!
Times tables are extremely
important as they must use then:1
constantly throughout the rest of
their schooling and in life.,

| activities and practice.

1 3. Plenary - this lasts for about 10
I minutes. The teacher will draw the
Ilesson to an end by discussing
I'skills learnt, correcting

I misconceptions, sorting out any

! problems,
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| considering a . ﬁ
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 application of the u“// -8
1 skill learned or qm

Your help is invaluable ir]I
encouraging children to practissa
at home. At home you could uge

any of the books, posters ar}d
audio CDs that are readily

available in high street stores br
simply just practise chanting ther
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Basic Numeracy Skills :

Once a week at Seahouses Middle School your child will have
a basic numeracy skills lesson. Each half term we focusona s
different operation and its application. At Embleton First, basic :
numeracy skills are revisited several times a week as part of

starter activities and ongoing class work. :

What extra help will my child get?
Your child may have Omaths /&
or Seahouses Middle. This is additional maths sessions to §
give children a boost or give them a helping hand with an ~ *
area of maths they are finding difficult.

Mat hs intervention may be
teacher or by our support staff at any point during the
day. It may be part of a small group or even individually.

Your child's class teacher will tell you if your child requires maths intervention.



Calculation Policy

They didn't do it like
that in my day...!

The answers are the same but the way we teach children to
calculate may look very different to the formal methods of
calculation you were taught. This is because the calculation
methods support a good understanding of number and children
are encouraged to work mentally (in their heads!), where
possible, using personal jottings, drawings and diagrams to help
support their thinking. We also encourage children to use lots
of different maths equipment to help.

In this booklet we will show you the different methods your
child will use as they progress through the school. By teaching
in stages, we ensure that children really understand what they

are doing rather than just following a set of instructions.
Children should be secure with the method they are working on
before moving to the next stage.

You can speak to your chil dos
of the stages explained further or to find out what stage in
calculation your child is at.

Talk to your child Ask your child to

about how they work explain their thinking
things out .. and recording ...







